Politics in Mexico  

Introduction to Comparative Politics:

- Constitution of 1917 was a model for other countries in Latin America

- The PRI was a single party that retained power for 71 years, the longest in the modern world. 

- Unlike the rest of Latin America, Mexico had a stable political system during the 20th century

- The economy is an example of the challenges a nation-state faces when transitioning from a state-led economic development to neoliberal economic policy. 

-Government: Presidential system

- Electoral system: A Mixed system, SMDP and PR which allows Mexico three parties PRI, PAN and PRD.

-Currently PRI is in power with President Pena Nieto as head of state and government. 
Sovereignty, Authority and Power

- Legitimacy: Citizens consider government legitimate
-Sources of legitimacy: 

· Revolution of 1910-1911: Admiration of revolutionary leaders (Zapata, Villa). Seen as an acceptable path to change.

· PRI: formed in 1929, constitution written during this era and the PRI was intended to stabilize power in the hands of its leaders. 
-The president and government hold the power. 
- Political system was based on observed practices by a one party regime (PRI in power for 71 years) but now the PRI is no longer in power and the parties in power are elected democratically. 
-The regime type is a republic. 
-Political Culture: 

· Mexicans have a strong sense of national identity based on a common history and language. 

· The Catholic Church has always been present despite efforts to vanquish it. 

· Patron-Clientism: Elite Spanish model of governing;  breeds corruption, “I will help you, if you help me” The old “quid pro quo.”
· Economically dependent: historically Spain, currently US
-Political Socialization: The family, schools and Catholic Church are important sources of political learning. 

· Schools: Stress the social and the economic process accomplished under post revolutionary governments. President is depicted as an omnipotent authority; this is why Mexicans prefer a presidential government. But, with higher levels of education people are increasingly criticizing the government’s performance. 
· Catholic Church: Provided education for middle and upper class. Criticized anticlerical laws and promoted individual initiative. 
-Constitution currently used is from 1917 
Political Institutions: 
- Federal System with 31 states and Mexico City 

( a federal district), highly centralized 

-President holds most of the power (The presidential term of six years, commonly known as the sexenio , has determined the cyclical character of Mexican politics since the late 1930s)
-Federal Congress: Two houses

· Senate: 128 members in upper chamber; exclusive power to oversee foreign affairs, primarily conducted by the president; the power to remove state governors and depose state legislatures. 

· Chamber of deputies: 500 members, lower house. All revenue bills originate in the lower house. It has power over appropriations and budget oversight. 

-Elections: Presidential 

-Electoral system: Mixed, both houses have some members that are elected by plurality vote in single member districts, while others by proportional representation. Due to having a mixed system, Mexico has a three party system in which most of the regions now have two party systems but nationally the vote is split into three. 

- President has veto power over legislation. 

-Political parties: PRI, PRD, PAN

*PRI:   

· Established to reduce political conflict

· Party that would be used to built popular support for government policies and mobilizes participation in elections. 

· Party enjoyed limitless access to government funds to finance its campaigns. 

· President enjoyed a slush fund “authorized” by congress.

· Was in power for 71 years

*PAN:
· Party that was recently in power 

· Party that represents the views to the right of the ideological spectrum

· Founders include Catholic intellectuals and urban middle class.

· Also attracts votes from socially conservative peasants and the urban working class.

*PRD
· Represents the left ideological spectrum

· Members believe in moderate socialist political ideas

· Some lean toward communist ideology

· Has never been in power

-Elite recruitment: Middle class, postgraduate education, especially at elite universities and in disciplines such as economics and public administration. Cabinet filled with technicos: People who spend their entire careers in the bureaucracy. Kinship ties: political inbreeding. 
-Interest representation: Confederacion de Trabajadores de Mexico (CTM) has dominated the labor sector, Conderacion Nacional Campesina (CNC) has dominated the Peasant sector, Confederacion Nacional de Organizaciones Populares (CNOP) the popular sector. 
-Mexico’s military: Fuerzas Armadas de Mexico 
I. Citizens, Society, and the State

A. Cleavages and politics
· Urban v. Rural: Urban people are less likely to be controlled by patron-client systems than rural people. Mexico today is 75% urban.

· Social Classes: Social inequality is high in Mexico. The middle and upper classes tend to vote PAN and the lower classes tend to vote PRI.

· Mestizos v. Amerindian: (main ethnic cleavage) 30% of the Mexican population think of themselves as Amerindians and tend to live in marginalized, poor rural communities.

· North v. South: The North of Mexico is generally more prosperous than the South due to trade with the US. More Amerindians live in the South.

B. Civil Society

· Mexico has practiced “state corporatism” for many years and the PRI had divided the civil society into social classes and they failed to include every single person in the civil society, thus they failed to stay in power. Now the structure of the civil society is uncertain.

C. Media Roles

· The Mexican press is free and independent and may criticize the government. One’s opinion on public policy can be stated freely.

D. Political Participation

· Mexico works in a patron-client system and it has worked for them. They form a hierarchical network of favors to get interests articulated.

· With the growth of a larger middle class the protests are more common because there is a need for more legitimate channels to articulate interests. 

· The Zapatista movement is currently working on the rights of the poorest natives in the southern state of Chiapas.

E. Social Movements

· Mexico is becoming an industrialized nation and it has an emerging middle class that is growing as the economy prospers. This middle class is rejecting the traditional PRI movement.

F. Citizens and social representation

· Like everywhere else in the world, Mexico’s upper class has their interests articulated faster and more effectively than the interests of the poor. However, the interests of nearly all the population are represented because the institutions function fairly well.

II. Political and Economic Change

A. Revolution, Coups, and War

· 1910 Revolution: the current constitution was drafted and the PRI came into power.

· Cardenas Upheaval: the economy went socialist.

B. Trends and Types of political change

· Pendulum Theory: every term the government goes from capitalist to socialist or vice versa.

· 2000 elections took PRI out of power because they failed to address the interests of the emerging middle class.

C. Cultural change

· As the middle class grows the culture becomes more globalized rather than Mexican.

D. Economic Change

· Mexico began an Import Substitution Industrialization in the 1930s and is still working on it today.

· It is an industrializing nation with an emerging middle class, higher rates of literacy, less social inequality, and it is becoming an economic power.
Public Policy:

There is little debate about the importance of the state’s contribution to the economic development of Mexico since the 1940’s. Massive public investments in infrastructure and generous cheap credit provided to the private sector made available a higher rate of capital accumulation, stimulated higher foreign investment. From 1940-1970 the elite of Mexico prevailed in the state’s role in the economy. The capitalist system protected the elite by closing the redistribution of wealth between the people. After 1982, things began to change especially economically leaning towards democratization in economics. The 2008 economic crisis revealed also the weaknesses of the country and made the nation realize its problems and the solutions it should attend to.

In Foreign Policy, Mexico is and has been very active throughout its history. As the neighbor of the strongest country in the world and one of the largest too, Mexico has suffered heavily socially and politically due to the increasing globalization. For example, the maquilladoras zones were created in the 1960’s in order for American companies to fully maximize profits by minimizing costs (low paying salaries) across the border. The workers in these zones are exploited and represent the US’ influence over its southern neighbor. Industrialization in the northern zone of the country grew even more when the NAFTA treaty was signed in 1994, allowing for unrestricted trade between the three major countries of North America (Canada, USA, and Mexico).

Mexico has also been seriously affected by the problems regarding the US-Mexico border and the flow of illegal immigrants. The strong opposition that the United States holds against illegal Mexican immigrants is considered an important factor in Mexican politics and policy formation/implementation. President Calderon resented the construction of the wall that was built, comparing it to the Berlin Wall of 1961 and calling it a “huge mistake.” Drug Trafficking has come to dominate the country too, spreading a wave of violence throughout the Border States and stressing the need for a stronger government.

Comparison between countries.
- Mexico is partly unique in its structure. It’s a mixed system that is composed by both single member district plurality and proportional representation. Taking in fact that history of Mexico, this makes it really fair for the other parties that have not won for 71 years straight. However, many other countries in the AP6 have many things in common with Mexico.

- Mexico is a country that improved economically in the last 20 years because of the reliance on oil. Oil is important to Mexico and also to other countries like Russia, Iran and Nigeria, although it has caused a lot of trouble in Nigeria. 
- It is has also suffered ethnic rebellions and protests by those in Chiapas similar to Nigeria in the Niger delta 
- It has sustained  patron client network system for about 7 decades, which is similar to most of the AP6 countries.

