A.P. COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT REVIEW
Comparative Government/Politics
· proportional representation tends to produce the largest number of competitive political parties; single member, “first past the post” tends to favor two to three competitive parties
· successful democracies tend to accept electoral competition, citizen participation, and the rule of law
· regime change occurs in a country’s institutions and practices; it is profound in nature such as from a totalitarian state to a democratic state
· unitary states have a more centralized policy making process; federal states have a more decentralized policy making process
· In the developing world, traditional cultures often preclude women from participating in politics
· In authoritarian regimes there is a lack of a well established rule of law; democracies tend to have a very well established rule of law
· In a parliamentary system, the head of government can be dismissed through a vote of no confidence in the legislative assembly; in a successful vote of no confidence, the government steps down and a new government must be formed
· All substantive democracies are procedural, but not all procedural democracies are substantive
· A civil society allows individuals to organize groups and express their interests
· The two (2) main components of structural adjustment programs are reductions in government spending and lowering import tariffs
The European Union

· Arguments in favor of EU enlargement include: more weight in international trade negotiations; businesses from the developed west will be attracted to the cheaper labor in newer EU states; promotion of political stability in newer EU states; newer and more diverse markets
· The Maastricht Treaty established European citizenship and paved the way for a single currency
United Kingdom

· Freedom of the press is an very important factor in their regime
· Has a unitary system
· Devolution has helped to create more autonomy and separatist sentiment and parties in Scotland and Wales
· National elections are held every five years

· Ethnic diversity and strong regional identity

· The “Chancellor of the Exchequer” is the UK’s Finance Minister

· Judicial Review is limited in the UK because it is seen as violating the principle of parliamentary sovereignty
Russia

· Government purposely restricts the development of a civil society
· The term of President in Russia is now two consecutive six(6) year terms
· Elections have tended to be rigged

· Has a federal system
· Yeltsin’s government tended to favor more media freedom; Putin’s favored less
· Dominant single party
· Election of the President is every six years
· The leader of the Communist revolution, Lenin, had charismatic authority
· The transition to democracy in Russia created new institutions
· The Communist Party is no longer an agent of upward social mobility

· The end of the centrally planned economy after 1991 resulted in: increased unemployment; decentralized production decisions; an increase in the number of individually owned enterprises
China

· Most protests in China are engaged in by agricultural communities

· The effects of ethnic conflict in China are limited due to population size and geographic isolation of specific minority ethnic groups

· China’s national assembly has limited power to oversee the executive and enact laws

· Government purposely restricts the development of a civil society

· Elections tend to be rigged
· Has a unitary system 
· Dominant single party
· The leader of the Communist revolution, Mao, had charismatic authority
· The Communist Party is still an agent of upward social mobility

· The smooth succession of power from Jiang Zemin to Hu Jintao represented increased predictability and an orderly transition process following rules on term limits and retirement age

· In the area of public policy, China has focused on economic growth at the expense of environmental problems

· China still has not created a fully independent judiciary
Iran

· Iran’s national assembly has limited power to oversee the executive and enact laws

· Is a rentier state (dependent on one primary commodity/resource for economic sustainability)
· Government purposely restricts the development of a civil society
· Elections have tended to be rigged
· The Jurist Guardianship foundation of the Iranian regime holds that senior clerics have authority over the entire community
· Has a unitary system 
· The leader of the Islamic revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini, had charismatic authority

· The middle class in Iran is culturally “westernized” and hostile to the clergy

· After the death of Ayatollah Khomeini, the Iranian state began to focus on economic development

· The Majlis (The Islamic Consultative Assembly) legislation can be vetoed by the the Supreme Leader and/or the Guardian Council

· The Islamic Republic has a unitary government with a dual executive (President and Supreme Leader) whose powers are defined in the Constitution

· The most powerful policy making institutions in Iran are the Majlis and the Guardian Council
Nigeria

· Is a rentier state (dependent on one primary commodity/resource for economic sustainability)

· Freedom of the press is an very important factor in their regime
· Has a federal system

· Dominant single party

· Ethnic diversity and strong regional identity

· Nigeria’s various regimes have always had the presence of political parties
· The imposition of a federal system in Nigeria by the UK aggravated ethnonationalism when the regional boundaries coincided with ethnic divisions
Mexico

· Immigration has been one of Mexico’s most contentious issues with the United States
· Elections have tended to be rigged
· Has a federal system
· At one time had a dominant single party
· The transition to democracy in Mexico reformed old institutions
· Under the Mexican federal system governors have become more willing to exercise their formal powers since the PRI lost the ability to dominate electoral politics
· The PAN receives more electoral support in the industrialized north

· The current Mexican Constitution declares all subsoil rights (oil and minerals) property of the nation and limits foreigners rights to exploit natural resources

